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GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

Looking firstly at the content of the essay, with
regard to John Davies' point about the language
introduced to Brittany being that of the south-west
(p. 2), we cannot know this for sure, as the
language of the regions threatened by the English
further east may have been the same, but no
record of it has survived. 

As far as Bede (p. 3) and the "Gaels of Ireland" are
concerned, these would have been represented by
the Scots, who, at the time in question, were one
and the same people. 

On page 5, concerning the expansion of
Christianity, the reverse to what is noted is the
case, with the already Christian Britons (via Patrick)
converting the Irish. With regard to the European
Charter, the UK has now afforded the same cover
to Irish as it has to Welsh and Gaelic (i.e., Parts II
and III). 

Concerning Scotland (p. 6) and the
Highland/Lowland split, a P-Celtic language was
spoken in the Lowlands until early in the medieval
period, but this was replaced by English.
Incidentally, roadsigns are not bilingual across
Scotland (p. 7) but only in those areas of the
Highlands where Gaelic has traditionally been
spoken until recently. 

Wales was annexed to England by Henry VIII,
rather than his father (p. 8). The point made about
that the people of The Valleys area definitely
considering themselves Welsh (but possibly not
Celtic) is central to the essence of this assignment,
as it allows for the possibility of a distinct "Welsh"
identity which is not "Celtic". 



As for Breton (p. 9), unlike the UK (which is hardly a
shining light of linguistic pluralism) France has not
even ratified the European Charter due to its "one
nation, one language" policy. Any small advances
made in, for example, the field of education, have
been achieved despite, not because of, the French
state. 

The conlusion that there is no such thing as a
Celtic Nation (p. 12), even if not the only possible
one, is nevertheless perfectly valid. 

It is interesting to note that the essay places much
emphasis on the Celtic languages in its historical
appraisal of the individual nations, but poliitical
independence when looking toward the future (p.
13). However, as noted in the case of "The Valleys",
there is no necessary link between the two, and a
politically independent Wales or Scotland does not
necessarily imply a Celtic one. 

In terms of style, the essay does have the feel of a
"potted history" about it in parts, but is
nevertheless well written in the main with
evidence of analytical thinking and wide
background reading. 
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